TIMES  AND  SEASONS
she has bathed at home, she puts on dry clothes (at the river
she still wears her wet clothes) and proceeds to worship by
throwing sandal-wood paste from her thumb and third finger
towards the sun, repeating a mantra (vernacular, not Sanskrit)
to it and doing four circumambulations towards it.
After worshipping the sun, she worships the tulasl plant,
pouring water on it, marking it with sandal-wood and circum-
ambulating it five times. (A tulasi plant is to be found in
practically every Brahman house.) She very often worships
a plpal tree in the same way with water, sandal-wood, and five
circumambulations. Many of the old missionaries, such as
the well-known James Smith of Delhi, planted these particular
trees in shadeless places, relying on the fact that watering
a plpal is a religious duty.
If she had time, she would do more circumambulations,
perhaps thirteen times, or one hundred and eight. But she
still has the worship of the five gods in the house to perform.
These may be kept in a special room, or, if the house be small,
in a wall-shrine like a cupboard. On ordinary days she
washes the gods with water, on great days with milk, curds,
honey, clarified butter, and sugar. Next, she marks them with
the auspicious mark with her third finger, and offers flowers,
.incense, lights, and rice, going through the ordinary fivefold
worship.
Not until all this is completed does she wake her husUand-
She stands at a distance from his bed (after the first four or
five months of married life they sleep in separate beds, and
after the first child is born in separate rooms) and, doing obei-
sance to him with folded hands, rouses him by saying somp
such salutation as Jaya> &ri Krisna^ Jaya. (Brahman women
have often as much devotion for Krisna as for Siva.) Then,
if he,is going to bathe at home, she gets the water for his
teeth-cleaning ready. If she be not pressed for time, when
her husband rises she may worship the big toel of his right
1 It is interesting to compare this with the worship offered to the occu-
pant of the See of St. Peter's.